Travel with EUGENE AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Ultimate AUSTR ALIA
and NEW ZEAL AND
A GUIDED TRAVEL EXPERIENCE FEATURING

SYDNEY, THE GREAT BARRIER REEF, MELBOURNE,
QUEENSTOWN, AND ROTORUA

19 DAYS MARCH 2-20, 2023

AUSTR ALIA and NEW ZEALAND
and a premier destination for sailing, diving and snorkeling.
Its tropical waters are home to the spectacular GREAT
BARRIER REEF. Enjoy the remainder of your day at leisure.
Make use of the pool or just relax at your hotel.
Overnight: Cairns (B)

DAY 1/2: TRAVEL TO AUSTRALIA
March 2-3, 2023
Board your overnight flight to Australia.
DAY 3: ARRIVESYDNEY
March 4, 2023
Arrive in Sydney. Meet your Tour Manager, and enjoy a
short orientation tour of Sydney. Later, transfer to your
hotel for a 3-night stay. Enjoy a WELCOME DINNER this
evening.
Overnight: Sydney (L,D)
DAY 4: SYDNEY
March 5, 2023
Today explore the wonderful city of Sydney! Enjoy a
guided tour of the famous SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE.
When the Sydney Opera House became a UNESCO World
Heritage-listed site in 2007, it was hailed as "one of the
indisputable masterpieces of human creativity, not only in
the 20th century but in the history of humankind." Later
we pass the Town Hall, Hyde Park, and take a short walk in
the Rocks area, view the Harbor Bridge, Darling Harbor, and
continue on to the world-famous Bondi Beach. The colors
of Sydney Harbor will welcome you onboard a SUNSET
DINNER CRUISE. This is the perfect start to an evening
and stunning end to an amazing day in one of the greatest
cities in the world.
Overnight: Sydney (B,D)
DAY 5: BLUEMOUNTAINS NAT'L PARK
March 6, 2023
Depart for the Blue Mountains with your guide after breakfast. Discover the spectacular native wildlife as you explore
World Heritage-listed BLUE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL
PARK. This rugged and beautiful region forms part of the
Great Dividing Range, linking tropical north to temperate
south while dividing coastal cities from the vast Outback.
Enjoy a stop at Echo Point and see the famous Three Sisters
rock formation. Enjoy a SCENIC CABLE-CAR RIDE and
see the steep valleys and canyons. Lunch is included today
overlooking the breathtaking valley of the Blue Mountains.
Later visit FEATHERDALE WILDLIFE PARK, evolved from
a poultry farm into one of the best privately owned wildlife
parks in Australia. Return to Sydney for dinner with your
fellow travelers.
Overnight: Sydney (B,L,D)
DAY 6: SYDNEY - CAIRNS
March 7, 2023
After breakfast transfer to the Sydney airport for your flight
to Cairns. Upon arrival in CAIRNS, transfer to your hotel
for a 3-night stay. Once a sleepy sugar-milling town, Cairns
in North Queensland is now a vibrant cosmopolitan city

DAY 7: KURANDA SCENIC RAILWAY
March 8, 2023
After breakfast, travel to Freshwater station and check in
for the KURANDA RAILWAY journey. This famous railway
winds its way on a journey from Cairns to Kuranda. Far
North Queensland’s World Heritage-Listed rainforest, The
Wet Tropics, are amongst the oldest on earth and home
to an incredible array of plants and animals. Imagine all
that natural wonder so close that you can almost touch it,
your senses alive with the organic fragrance and untamed
sounds of the dense rainforest aboard Kuranda Scenic
Railway. Wind your way through a tropical paradise framed
by rugged mountains with waterfalls tumbling forever into
deep ravines. On arrival at Kuranda, we visit the KURANDA
KOALA GARDENS a boutique wildlife attraction, home to
an amazing array of Australian animals, including wallabies,
wombats, quokkas, gliders and freshwater crocodiles. As
one of the few places in Australia where you can hold a
Koala, perhaps you won't be able to resist the opportunity.
Enjoy free time to explore the Kuranda Village Market and
have lunch on your own. Return to Cairns for a relaxing
evening at leisure.
Overnight: Cairns (B)
DAY 8: GREAT BARRIER REEF
March 9, 2023
Today experience the world famous GREAT BARRIER
REEF. There’s a reason the Great Barrier Reef appears on
so many bucket lists. This immense natural phenomenon
is so colossal it can be seen from outer space and is one
of the seven wonders of the natural world. From getting
up close and personal with the abundant marine life to
taking in spectacular views of the reef, the list of incredible
experiences to be had in this area is almost endless. Set sail
and arrive at Michaelmas Cay where there is so much to
see and do. Enjoy snorkeling in the cay’s protected shallow
waters, try an introductory scuba dive in the fringing reefs,
cruise in the semi-sub for a diver’s view of the reef, watch
the fish feeding presentation, observe the bird life or just
relax on the spacious decks or on the beach. Return to
Cairns this evening for a included dinner and chance relax
after a stunning day.
Overnight: Cairns (B,L,D)
DAY 9: CAIRNS - MELBOURNE
March 10, 2023
After breakfast transfer to the Cairns airport for your flight
to Melbourne. Upon arrival in MELBOURNE, transfer
to your hotel for a 2-night stay. Melbourne is a modern

metropolis located on the banks of the Yarra River and
known for its many gardens, parks and open spaces, which
together occupy almost one-third of the city. Enjoy the
remainder of your day at leisure. Just relax at the hotel or
perhaps visit a local cafe.
Overnight: Melbourne (B)
DAY 10: MELBOURNE& PHILLIP ISLAND
March 11, 2023
Enjoy a full day of touring today in Melbourne. First visit
the ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, a treasured part of
Melbourne’s cultural life for more than 170 years – much
loved by generations of Victorians, as well as by visitors.
It is a picturesque haven for recreation and an important
resource for education, conservation, science and horticulture. Queen Victoria Market is a popular spot for browsing
clothing, art, toys and crafts and is a great place for lunch
on your own. Travel to NOBBIES CENTRE, atop a cliff on
the very Western tip of Phillip Island overlooking the wild
waters of the Bass Strait. The state-of-the-art center boasts
the latest technology in eco-tourism and wildlife displays.
Later, experience the world-famous PENGUIN PARADE
ON PHILLIP ISLAND. The Penguin Parade is home to one
of largest little penguin colonies in the world. When the
penguins arrive at sunset, you will witness the Penguin
Parade on floodlit Summerland Beach from the premium
viewing area. Enjoy an included dinner tonight before
retuning to Melbourne.
Overnight: Melbourne (B,D)
DAY 11: MELBOURNE- QUEENSTOWN, NZ
March 12, 2023
After breakfast transfer to the Melbourne airport for
your flight to Queenstown, New Zealand. Upon arrival
in QUEENSTOWN, transfer to your hotel for a 2-night
stay. Queenstown, an idyllic resort town, lies on the shore
of Lake Wakatipu in the southwest of South Island, New
Zealand, surrounded by beautiful alpine peaks. Relax upon
arrival and enjoy dinner with your group.
Overnight: Queenstown (B,D)
DAY 12: MILFORD SOUND
March 13, 2023
After breakfast, depart for your full day tour to magical
MILFORD SOUND. Depart Queenstown, and skirt the
shores of Lake Wakatipu. Cross the Waimea Plains and
partake in the mounting excitement as ranks of brown
tussocky hills erupt into a spectacular landscape, hewn by
glaciers cut deep by swift rivers and crowned by snowcapped peaks. Travel onward to Milford Sound through
rugged mountains and the breathtaking Homer Tunnel.
Milford sound, New Zealand’s most well-known tourist
destination, was created by a succession of glaciers which
carved through the rocks. Upon arrival in Milford Sound,

AUSTR ALIA and NEW ZEALAND
you will board your MILFORD SOUND NATURE CRUISE.
Learn about the history of the region and benefit from the
knowledge of specialist nature guides. Experience the spray
of a waterfall, cruising close to sheer rock faces or watch
out for dolphins and seals . On completion of your Milford
Sound cruise, reboard your coach and retrace your journey
along the Milford Road as you make your way to Te Anau
and then back to Queenstown. LAKE PUKAKI is the largest
lake in the area, and it proudly shows off New Zealand’s
tallest peak, MOUNT COOK, from the many look out
points around its shores.
Overnight: Queenstown (B,L)
DAY 13: MT. COOK NAT'L PARK
March 14, 2023
Today, begin your scenic journey towards LAKE TEKAPO,
including The Mackenzie Country, Twizel and Lake Pukaki.
The majestic MOUNT COOK NATIONAL PARK is an
expanse of untouched, awe inspiring alpine landscape
sprawled out over this region. From unbelievably blue lakes
and wide open skies, to jagged mountain ranges piercing
the clouds, explore an off-the-beaten-track that will leave
you amazed. Lake Tekapo Village is a photographer’s dream
come true and the backdrop for all activities is the amazing
turquoise blue color of New Zealand’s highest large lake.
Enjoy an included dinner at your resort tonight.
Overnight: Lake Tekapo (B,D)
DAY 14: CHRISTCHURCH
March 15, 2023
Begin your journey across the plains into Canterbury
towards Christchurch and see the CHURCH OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD and the townships of Fairlie, Geraldine
and Ashburton. Christchurch is the city of exploration,
where urban regeneration and heritage thrive. Dubbed
the 'Garden City,' it is known for its many lush green spaces
and possesses a multicultural charm with an added dash of
Victorian flair. Later, glide along the tranquil AVON RIVER
in Christchurch, as a skilled punter in traditional Edwardian
attire propels the vessel slowly along the water. Dinner is
included tonight.
Overnight: Christchurch (B,D)
DAY 15: COOK STRAIT FERRY
March 16, 2023
This morning begin your journey toward Pitcon to board
the COOK STRAIT FERRY. Depart New Zealand’s South
Island for the North Island, crossing Cook Strait to the capital city. The ferry glides over the serene waters of Queen
Charlotte Sound on a 3-hour cruise that offers stunning
views of both islands, and the perfect entry to the colonial
port city of WELLINGTON. Wellington is the constitutional

and cultural capital of New Zealand and dubbed "the coolest little capital in the world." With its diverse architecture,
world-class museums, cultural attractions and award-winning restaurants, it is a popular destination for travelers.
Enjoy an orientation tour of the capital city and enjoy an
included dinner tonight.
Overnight: Wellington (B,D)
DAY 16: WELLINGTON - ROTORUA
March 17, 2023
Enjoy a morning sightseeing tour of WELLINGTON and
see Courtney Place and the Embassy Theatre, Oriental
Parade, Mt Victoria, Parliament and the Beehive. Enjoy
an included ride on the WELLINGTON CABLE CAR and
maybe stroll through the Botanical Gardens. Later, transfer
to Wellington Airport for your flight to Rotorua. Upon arrival, transfer to your hotel for a 2-night stay. Surrounded by
lakes, mountains, and forests, the city of Rotorua has been
a spa town since the 1800s, thanks to the many geysers,
hot springs and mud pools that can be found in what is one
of the world’s most active geothermal fields. The Māori,
who consider the region sacred, make up 35% of the population, and discovering their rich culture and traditions will
be a highlight of your trip. Enjoy the evening at leisure.
Overnight: Rotorua (B)
DAY 17: ROTORUA
March 18, 2023
After breakfast, enjoy a full day exploring ROTORUA.
Discover TE PUIA THERMAL RESERVE with a guided tour
of the WHAKAREWAREWA GEOTHERMAL VALLEY.
Venture into a landscape unlike any other, where you will
see bubbling mud pools and active geysers. Watch the
world-famous Pohutu geyser unleash vapor jets up to 30
meters high. Explore the NEW ZEALAND MĀORI ARTS
AND CRAFTS INSTITUTE to see carving, weaving and
other traditional Māori art forms not only surviving but
thriving. At Te Puia, the cultural performances will not just
move you, but enable you to experience this fascinating
culture. Surrounded by the beautiful carvings of the Te
Arawa ancestors, you will enjoy entertaining stories told
through song and dance. This evening is your opportunity
to indulge in a banquet of authentic Māori cuisine, watch
the lifting of the hangi, visit the geothermal valley under
lights, take part in a traditional welcoming ceremony and
relax at your private concert performance. This will surely
be a night to remember.
Overnight: Rotorua (B,D)

DAY 18: WAITOMO & HOBBITON
March 19, 2023
Begin your journey towards Auckland via WAITOMO
CAVES. Tour the amazing limestone caverns and sail
through the still waters of the sparkling Glowworm Grotto.
Experience the magic of thousands of these tiny creatures
lighting up the cave roof above you like a star-studded
sky. Later, travel to Hobbiton. THE HOBBITON MOVIE
SET was featured in The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit
Trilogies. Visitors come to see this amazing movie set and
find themselves engulfed in the sights, smells, sounds and
tastes of The Shire. A guide will take visitors around the 12acre set while pointing out the most famous locations and
explaining how the magical movie was made. At the Green
Dragon Inn, exclusive and specially brewed beverages can
be enjoyed to conclude the adventure. Arrive in Auckland
for an included dinner on the last night of this incredible
adventure.
Overnight: Auckland (B,D)
DAY 19: RETURN HOME
March 20, 2023
Today transfer to the airport for your flight home full of
memories of your amazing journey to AUSTRAILIA &
NEW ZEALAND. (B)

ACCOMMODATIONS
SYDNEY - 3 NIGHTS

CHRISTCHURCH - 1 NIGHT

Holiday Inn Darling Harbour or similar

Crowne Plaza Christchurch or similar

CAIRNS - 3 NIGHTS

WELLINGTON - 1 NIGHT

Pacific Hotel Cairns or similar

Rydges Wellington Hotel or similar

MELBOURNE- 2 NIGHTS

ROTORUA - 2 NIGHTS

Vibe Hotel Melbourne or similar

Millennium Hotel Rotorua or similar

QUEENSTOWN - 2 NIGHTS

AUCKLAND - 1 NIGHT

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Queenstown or similar

Rydges Auckland Hotel or similar

LAKE TEKAPO- 1 NIGHT
Peppers Bluewater Resort or similar

AUSTR ALIA and NEW ZEALAND
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
- 3 Nights- Sydney
- Sydney City Tour
- Sydney Opera House
- Sunset Sydney Harbor Cruise
- Blue Mountains National Park
- Featherdale Wildlife Park
- 3 Night- Cairns
- Kuranda Railway Journey
- Kuranda Koala Gardens
- Great Barrier Reef Experience
- 2 Nights- Melbourne
- Royal Botanical Gardens
- Penguin Parade on Phillip Island

INCLUSIONS
- 2 Nights- Queenstown, NZ
- Milford Sound
- Mount Cook National Park
- Lake Tekapo
- Christchurch
- Punting on the Avon River
- Cook Strait Ferry
- Wellington & Wellington Cable Car
- 2 Nights- Rotorua
- TePuia Thermal Reserve
- Māori Hangi Feast
- Waitomo Glowworm Caves
- Hobbiton Movie Set

19 DAYS MARCH 2-20, 2023

TOUR PRICING:

$9,999

- Roundtrip Air (PDX)
- Roundtrip Transfers (PDX)
- 4 Inter-tour Flights
- 31 Meals (16-B, 4-L, 11-D)
- Experienced Tour Manager
- Deluxe Touring & Transfer
Vehicles
- Baggage Handling

DEPOSIT & FINAL PAYMENT INFORMATION:

- Deposit due with Reservation Form to secure space.
- Final Payment is due 90 days before departure
- Single Supplement: +$2,500

PER PERSON/DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN: HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

We recommend all travelers protect their travel investments and themselves while they are away with a Travel Protection Plan. Upon confirmation of registration on a MGT tour, you will have the opportunity to get a custom quote for a travel protection plan.

REFUNDS & CANCELLATION FEES:

All tour deposits and payments are fully refundable prior to 120
days before departure. Cancellations must be received in writing
(certified mail or email) to Meridian Guided Travel. If a Travel
Protection Plan is not purchased, the following fees apply for
cancellations:

DAYS BEFORE DEPARTURE/REFUND AMOUNT

Up to 120 days/Full Refund
119-90 days/Deposit Amount is retained
89-60 days/70% of total trip price is refunded
59-30 days/50% of total trip price is refunded
Less than 30 days/No Refund

RESPONSIBILITY: Meridian Guided Travel and its affiliated entities and its employees, shareholders, officers, directors, successors, agents, and assigns (MGT) neither owns nor operates
any person or entity which provides goods or services for these trips or tours. Because MGT does not maintain any control over the personnel, equipment, or operations of these suppliers,
MGT assumes no responsibility for and shall not be held liable for any personal injury, death, property damage, or other loss, accident, delay, inconvenience, or irregularity which may occur
by reason of (1) any wrongful, negligent, willful, or unauthorized acts or omissions on the part of any of the tour suppliers, or other employees or agents, (2) any defect in or failure of any
vehicle, equipment, instrument owned, operated or otherwise by any of these suppliers, or (3) any wrongful, willful, or negligent act or omissions on any part of any other party not under
the supervision or control of MGT. MGT reserves the right to decline to accept or retain any person as a participant of a tour at its discretion. MGT and/or its Tour Staff retain the right to
require any participant to withdraw from a tour at any time, if determined to be in the best interests of health, safety and general welfare of the tour group or of the individual participant.
MGT monitors security conditions around the world as well as government travel advisories. Conditions may require MGT to change or even cancel trips. You accept the risks involved
in travel, both foreign and domestic, and accept responsibility for your own travel decisions. Guests may be required to review and sign a participation agreement prior to engaging in
certain activities on the trip. Each client is responsible for proper documentation and inoculations that may be required and/or recommended to participate on tour. Please contact your
local travel clinic or personal physician for specific details on the destinations you are traveling to and from. If you decide to make a reservation, you acknowledge and agree that you are
physically well enough to travel and understand that medical facilities may not be similar to what you are accustomed to at home. Hotels and itinerary are subject to change. Payment of
the deposit for this tour program constitutes acceptance of these terms and conditions. CST #2137150-40

MERIDIAN GUIDED TRAVEL

110 E. Wilshire Ave • Suite G7 • Fullerton, CA 92832
(877)850-4644 • info@meridianguidedtravel.com
CST #2137150-40

